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THE GATHERING 
 

 

Stand The Entrance  
 

O thou, who at thy Eucharist didst pray 

  

 

 The Greeting 
 

Priest  In the name of the Father, and of the Son,  

 and of the Holy Spirit.  

All Amen. 

 

Priest Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father  

 and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

All And also with you. 

 

 

 The Reception of the Oils 

 
This morning at the Diocesan Chrism Mass, celebrated in our Cathedral, the 

Bishop consecrated the three holy oils which will be used in the parish for 

the next year. These are now received.  

 

Priest Brothers and sisters, 

 on this most holy night we enter into the three days 

 of the celebration of the Lord’s paschal victory, 

 his death and resurrection. 

 In baptism each of us is made one with Christ, 

 dying to sin and rising to newness of life in him. 

 As we begin, therefore, we receive from our Bishop 

 the holy oils blessed and set apart 

 for the sacramental life of our parish. 

 

 The priest takes the phial holding the Oil of the Sick 

 

 By the laying on of hands and anointing with this oil, 

 and with the prayerful support of this community, 

 may those who are sick experience  

 the healing presence of Christ. 

All Amen. 
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 The priest takes the phial holding the Oil of the Catechumens 

 

 Anointed with this oil, 

 and assisted by the example of this community, 

 may those who prepare for baptism 

 know that Christ calls them by name, makes them his own 

 and shares with them his victory over sin and the power of evil. 

All Amen. 

 

 The priest takes the phial holding the Oil of Chrism 

 

 Anointed with this fragrant oil, 

 may all who are baptised and confirmed, 

 all who are ordained to the service of God’s people, 

 and this community whose house of prayer 

 is dedicated to God’s glory, 

 fill the world with the sweet fragrance of Christ 

 and be built up as living stones into a temple 

 filled with the Holy Spirit. 

All Amen. 

 

 

 Prayers of Penitence 
 

The celebrant introduces the Eucharist and invites the congregation to confess 

their sins. After a pause for silent reflection, the following is said. 
 

Priest Lord Jesus Christ, 

 we confess we have failed you as did your first disciples. 

 We ask for your mercy and your help 

 when we take our ease rather than watch with you: 

 By your holy Cross 

All you have redeemed the world. 

 

 Show us mercy when we bestow a kiss of peace 

 yet nurse enmity in our hearts: 

 By your holy Cross 

All you have redeemed the world. 

 

 Show us mercy when we strike at those who hurt us 

 rather than stretch out our hands to bless: 

 By your holy Cross 

All you have redeemed the world. 
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 Show us mercy when we deny that we know you 

 for fear of the world and its scorn: 

 By your holy Cross 

All you have redeemed the world. 

 

 

 Kyrie Eleison 
 

Missa Brevis Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina 

 

 

Priest Almighty God have mercy on you,  

 forgive  you your sins, 

 and bring you to everlasting life.  

All Amen. 

 

 

 Gloria in Excelsis 
 

Missa Brevis Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina 

 

Bells are rung at the commencement of the Gloria  

and are then silent until Easter morning. 

Gloria in excelsis Deo 

et in terra pax hominibus bonae voluntatis. 

Laudamus te, 

benedicimus te, 

adoramus te, 

glorificamus te, 

gratias agimus tibi propter magnam gloriam tuam, 

Domine Deus, Rex caelestis, 

Deus Pater omnipotens. 

 

Domine Fili unigenite, Iesu Christe, 

Domine Deus, Agnus Dei, Filius Patris, 

qui tollis peccata mundi, miserere nobis; 

qui tollis peccata mundi,  

suscipe deprecationem nostram. 

Qui sedes ad dexteram Patris, miserere nobis. 

 

Quoniam tu solus Sanctus, tu solus Dominus,  

tu solus Altissimus, 

Iesu Christe, cum Sancto Spiritu:  
in gloria Dei Patris. Amen.  

Glory to God in the highest 

and peace to his people on earth. 

We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, 

we glorify you, 

we give thanks to you for your great glory. 

Lord God, heavenly King,  

God the Father almighty. 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 

who takes away the sin of the world,  

have mercy on us; 

who takes away the sin of the world,  

receive our prayer. 

Who sits at the right of the Father,  

have mercy on us. 

 

For you only are Holy, you alone the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, 

Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit: 
in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
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 The Collect 
 

 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

Sit First Reading 
  Exodus 12.1-4, 11-14 

 

 

 Psalm  
  Psalm 116. 1, 10-17 

 

 R The cup of blessing that we bless, 

  is it not a sharing in the blood of Christ? 

 

 1 I love the Lord, 

  because he has heard the voice of my supplication, 

  because he has inclined his ear to me 

  whenever I called upon him. R 

 

 10 How shall I repay the Lord 

  for all the good things he has done for me? 

 11 I will lift up the cup of salvation 

  and call upon the name of the Lord. 

 12 I will fulfil my vows to the Lord 

  in the presence of all his people. R 

 

 13 Precious in the sight of the Lord 

  is the death of his servants. 

 14 O Lord, I am your servant; 

  I am your servant and the child of your handmaid; 

  you have freed me from my bonds. R 

 

 15 I will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving 

  and call upon the name of the Lord. 

 16 I will fulfil my vows to the Lord 

  in the presence of all his people. 

 17 In the courts of the Lord’s house, 

  in the midst of you, O Jerusalem. R 

 

 

 Second Reading 
  1 Corinthians 11.23-26 
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Stand Gospel Acclamation 
 

 

 The Holy Gospel 
  John 13.1-17, 31b-35 

 

Priest The Lord be with you. 

All And also with you. 

  Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

All Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

At the end of the reading 

 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

All Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

Sit Sermon 
 

 

Stand Prayers of Intercession 
 

Please remain standing for the Intercessions. 

The following versicle and response are used: 

 

Reader Lord, hear us 

All and humble us. 

 

 

THE LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT 
 

 

 The Peace 
 

Priest Lord Jesus Christ, you said to your apostles, 

 I leave you peace, my peace I give you. 

 Look not on our sins but on the faith of your Church, 

 and grant us the peace and unity of your kingdom, 

 where you live and reign for ever and ever. 

 The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

All And also with you. 

 

Deacon Let us offer each other a sign of peace. 
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 Preparation of the Altar 
 

Adoramus te, Domine  The Taizé Community 

 

 

Stand At the end of the hymn, the celebrant introduces the prayer over the gifts 

 

Priest Pray, my brothers and sisters, that our sacrifice  

 may be acceptable to God, the Almighty Father. 

All May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands 

 for the praise and glory of his name, 

 for our good, and the good of all his Church. 

 

 

 Eucharistic Prayer 
 

 The Lord be with you. 

All And also with you. 

 Lift up your hearts. 

All We lift them to the Lord. 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

All It is right to give thanks and praise. 

 

The Preface follows, concluding with 

 

 . . . they proclaim your glory without end: 

 

 Sanctus 
 

Missa Brevis Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina 

 

 

 

 

 

Sanctus, Sanctus, Sanctus 

Dominus Deus Sabaoth. 

Pleni sunt cæli et terra gloria tua. 

Hosanna in excelsis. 

Benedictus qui venit in nomine Domini. 

Hosanna in excelsis.  

Holy, holy, holy, 

Lord God of hosts. 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sabaoth
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hosanna
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The Institution Narrative follows, in which we re-encounter our Lord’s words 

and actions at the Last Supper. 

 

Priest Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ: 

All Dying you destroyed our death, 

 rising you restored our life. 

 Lord Jesus, come in glory. 

 

 

 Lord’s Prayer 

 
All Our Father,  

 who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name; 

 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

 on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread. 

 And forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

 And lead us not into temptation 

 but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom,  

 the power and the glory, 

 for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

 Fraction 
 

The priest breaks the Host. 

 

Priest Every time we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

All  we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 

 

Invitation 
 

 This is the Lamb of God  who takes away the sin of the world. 

 Happy are those who are called to his supper. 

All Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, 

 but only say the word, and I shall be healed. 
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 Holy Communion 
 

Before he receives, the priest will hold up the  

Blessed Sacrament and say  

  The Body of Christ. 

  The Blood of Christ. 

 

All who intend to receive respond 

  Amen. 

 

 

Sit Music during Holy Communion 
 

Agnus Dei  Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina 

 

Christus factus est  Anton Bruckner 

‘Christ became obedient for us unto death’ 

 

 

Please remain in your seat until a steward invites you to move to receive the 

Blessed Sacrament, which will be administered in one kind. 

 

If you would prefer to receive a blessing, please carry this sheet as a signal 

to the priest of that desire. 
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Stand Prayer after Communion 

 

 

 Procession of the Host to the Altar of Repose 
 

Pange lingua gloriosa Plainsong 

‘Now my tongue the mystery telling, 

of the glorious body sing’ 

 

 

As the music begins, the Blessed Sacrament is brought to the altar 

and the procession to the Altar of Repose begins. 

 

The Watch of the Passion will continue until midnight and people are invited 

to come and go through the night as we “watch and wait” with the Lord, 

echoing the watch he entrusted to the disciples in the Garden of 

Gethsemane in the hours before his betrayal and arrest. 

 

 

When the procession has reached the Altar of Repose the following is sung 

 

Tantum ergo sacramentum Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina 

‘Therefore we before him bending 

this great sacrament revere’ 

 

 

When the hymn is finished the lights go out and the altar is stripped, 

reminding us of Christ's desolation when all forsook him and fled. 

 

Psalm 22 is chanted during the stripping of the altar. 

 
 
 
 
 

Please leave the church silently  

unless you are staying to pray at the Altar of Repose. 

 

The Watch of the Passion will conclude at midnight. 

Compline is said at 2345. 
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Psalm 116: CXVI Dilexi, quoniam 

 

I recognise our risen Lord and King 

And turn again to find my rest in him, 

For I have been in trouble. I will bring 

 

The anguish of my soul once more to him 

Who feels that anguish with me. Misery 

And all the snares of death made faith so dim, 

 

My prayer was just a whisper. But he heard me, 

He raised my head and called me to look up, 

And now he asks one simple thing of me: 

 

To let him love me, to take up the cup 

Of my salvation and to make a new 

Communion in his love. He is the hope 

 

Of all the earth and soon he will renew 

His whole creation in the risen Son 

Whose love is steadfast and whose word is true.  

 
  From David’s Crown - Sounding the Psalms  

  Malcolm Guite © 2021 

The Psalms of Holy Week 

This week’s sermons find their starting point and theme in the Psalms set for use at each 

day’s liturgy. The idea arises from some evocative poetry by Malcolm Guite. His most 

recent book David’s Crown is a series of poetic meditations on each of the 150 Psalms. The 

poem relating to each Psalm in Holy Week will be printed in these liturgy sheets as an 

additional resource for our prayer and meditation from palms to empty tomb.  

 

We frequently skim over the Psalms, but they contain a magnificent wealth of prayerful 

poetry that embraces—often with stark honesty—the gamut of human emotion. We’re 

invited to take the Response to each Psalm as a meditation point which might filter into 

our minds and hearts as we move from one day to the next.  

 

This year therefore, we won’t be singing the Holy Week Song as we have in recent years, 

but instead focus on the Psalm response for give a musical and textual theme for each 

day’s liturgy. For this reason the Psalm is also printed for you to take away and reflect on. 

When this is only a portion, you might like to look up the whole Psalm and read it 

together with the poem (see below). 

 

The Psalms do not foretell Jesus, but when we read them through Christian eyes, we 

discover many powerful echoes which deepen our insight into the Christ-event and 
indeed into our own life of faith. 
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