Ann Gurney
Priest in the Church of God
26 March 1927 - 18 February 2021

Reception of the Body
Easter Wednesday 7 April 2021
Holy Trinity Eltham

When Ann’s body is brought to the church door, the priest says

We receive the body of our dear sister, Ann, with confidence in
God, the giver of life, who raised the Lord Jesus from the dead.
As the coffin is brought into church, the organ plays
‘Ich ruf’ zu dir’ Chorale Prelude J.S. Bach
When the coffin is in place, the priest says

The Lord is in our midst. He gives us comfort in our sadness
and the bright light of his loving promises.
Those promises fill our lives with hope when grief is in our hearts.

Placing of Symbols of Christian Faith and Priesthood
Lighting of the Paschal Candle

Light immortal,
you brought life and immortality to light through the Gospel.
Grant that Ann, being raised with Christ,
may know the light of your presence. Amen.
Placing of the Crucifix

Lord Jesus Christ,
you bore our sins for us in your body on the cross.
Let this cross be for us a sign of your love for Ann,
and the forgiveness of her sins. Amen.
Placing of the Bible

In life, Ann was nourished by the word of God.
May Christ greet her,
'Come, blessed of my Father.' Amen.
Placing of the Stole and Chasuble

Our sister Ann shared in the priesthood of Jesus Christ,
leading God’s people in prayer and worship.
Bring her now into your presence,
where she will take her place in the heavenly liturgy. Amen.

Organ
‘Liebster Jesu’ Chorale Prelude

J.S. Bach

Introduction
Scripture Reading
I Thessalonians 4.13-14

Prayers
The congregation is invited to light candles and place them on the altar rail.
While this happens, Ombra mai fú -Largo from ‘Xerxes’ G.F. Handel is
played on the piano.
When the candles are lit, the prayers are said
After the prayers we listen to Brother, sister, let me serve you.

Conclusion
And now to him who is able to keep us from falling,
and lift us from the valley of shadows
to the bright mountain of hope,
from the midnight of despair
to the daybreak of joy;
to him be power and authority, for ever and ever.
Amen.

Postlude
Jesu, joy of heart’s desiring

J.S. Bach
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