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A note about the collection
To help reduce movement and so aid social distancing,
there will be no collection taken during the liturgy.
However, there is a plate at the door and a card reader for
contactless donations.
It is also possible to give by scanning the QR code, which you
will see on the back page of this booklet.
Like all charities, Holy Trinity has been severely affected
by the pandemic,
and is grateful for all financial support.
If you are a UK tax payer, please consider filling in a Gift Aid
envelope and placing your offering this evening in it.
Doing so means the Chancellor adds 25% to your gift
at no further cost to you.

The cover image is ‘Mystic Nativity’ by Sandro Boticelli
The National Gallery, London
Reproduced with permission
2

A warm welcome to Holy Trinity for this year’s
Celebration of Christmass Lessons and Carols.
We offer our thanks to Chris Lloyd and members of the
Greenwich Concert Band,
who play before and after the Liturgy and join the
organs in accompanying our carols this evening;
and to Alan Wilson our Director of Music and
our Parish Choir for the many hours of work
they have put into preparing our music.

Protecting the vulnerable:

Please remember that face coverings
must be worn at all times
while in church
including while singing
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PRELUDES
The Greenwich Concert Band
Fanfare Prelude on ‘Joy to the world’ Jim Curnow
Prelude on Three Christmas Carols John Kember

Welcome
Chorale Prelude on ‘Nun komm der Heiden Heiland’
JS Bach
Stand
Cantor
Choir
Cantor
Choir
Cantor
Choir

Stand

Introit Responsory
Send us, O Lord, your saving power:
Send your deliverance to us and to all people.
You brought from chaos the light and darkness:
Be the light in our lives, and scatter our darkness.
Bring us to new birth and restore our hope.
Send us, O Lord, your saving power:
Come and redeem us with healing light.

The Processional Carol
1 O Come, O come, Emmanuel,
and ransom captive Israel,
that mourns in lonely exile here,
until the Son of God appear.
Rejoice, rejoice!
Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.
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2 O come, thou rod of Jesse, free
thine own from Satan’s tyranny;
from depths of hell thy people save,
and give them vict’ry o’er the grave.

3 O come, thou dayspring, come and cheer
our spirits by thine advent here;
disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
and death’s dark shadows put to flight.
4 O come, thou key of David, come
and open wide our heav’nly home;
make safe the way that leads on high,
and close the path to misery.
5 O come, O come, thou Lord of might,
who to thy tribes on Sinai’s height
in ancient times didst give the Law,
in cloud and majesty and awe.
Stand

THE BIDDING
The bidding leads us into the Lord’s Prayer.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
Sit

Choir
Lift up your heads, O ye gates

trad. German carol
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THE FIRST LESSON
Isaiah 9.2-4, 6-7 — The prophecy of the Messiah’s birth
Stand

Carol
1 Daughter of Zion, O Jerusalem,
Come and greet your King,
who bears his diadem!
Sing aloud your praises, come and rejoice,
Greet the mighty Couns’llor,
wonderful Prince of Peace,
Daughter of Zion, O Jerusalem,
Come and greet your King,
who bears his diadem!
2 Hail and hosanna, David’s chosen Son,
You are our Redeemer, Easter vict’ry won!
Bring us to your Kingdom:
wonder and awe,
Come and dwell within us,
now and for ever more.
Hail and Hosanna, David’s chosen Son,
You are our Redeemer, Easter vict’ry won!

3 Hail and hosanna, lowly, mighty King,
We are here to greet you:
praises that we sing!
You will stand forever: eternally
Son of God the Father,
now and shall ever be.
Hail and hosanna, lowly, mighty King,
We are here to greet you:
praises that we sing!
Text based on words from Isaiah 9
set to music by GF Handel
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Sit

THE SECOND LESSON
Luke 1.26-38 — The Annunciation to our Lady
Choir
Ave Maria

Sit

Emmanuel Community

THE THIRD LESSON
Luke 2.1-7 — The birth of Jesus
Choir
Puer natus (A boy is born in Bethlehem)
Michael Praetorius

Stand

Carol
1 O little town of Bethlehem,
how still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep
the silent stars go by:
yet in thy dark streets shineth
the everlasting light;
the hopes and fears of all the years
are met in thee tonight.
2 O morning stars, together
proclaim the holy birth
and praises sing to God the King
and peace to all the earth;
for Christ is born of Mary;
and, gathered all above,
while mortals sleep, the angels keep
their watch of wond’ring love.
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3 How silently, how silently,
the wondrous gift is giv’n!
So God imparts to human hearts
the blessings of his heav’n.
No ear may hear his coming;
but in this world of sin,
where meek souls will receive him, still
the dear Christ enters in.
4 O holy child of Bethlehem,
descend to us we pray;
cast out our sin and enter in,
be born in us today.
We hear the Christmas angels
the great glad tidings tell:
O come to us, abide with us,
our Lord Emmanuel.
Sit

THE FOURTH LESSON
Luke 2.8-14 — The shepherds visit the infant
Choir
Quem pastores (Come, your hearts and voices raise)
traditional 15 Century German carol

Stand

Carol
1 While shepherds watched their flocks by night,
all seated on the ground,
the angel of the Lord came down,
and glory shone around.
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2 ‘Fear not,’ said he (for mighty dread
had seized their troubled mind);
‘glad tidings of great joy I bring
to you and all mankind.

3 ‘To you in David’s town this day
is born of David's line
a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord;
and this shall be the sign:
4 ‘The heav’nly babe you there shall find
to human view displayed,
all meanly wrapped in swathing bands
and in a manger laid.’
5 Thus spake the seraph; and forthwith
appeared a shining throng
of angels praising God, who thus
addressed their joyful song:
6 ‘All glory be to God on high,
and to the earth be peace;
goodwill henceforth from heaven to men
begin and never cease.’
Sit

THE FIFTH LESSON
Matthew 2.1-11— The Magi are led by a star
Choir
Star of Bethlehem

trad. Swedish folk carol
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Stand

Carol
1 The first Nowell the angel did say
was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay:
in fields where they lay keeping their sheep,
on a cold winter’s night that was so deep.
Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell,
born is the King of Israel.
2 They lookèd up and saw a star,
shining in the east, beyond them far,
and to the earth it gave great light,
and so it continued both day and night:
3 And by the light of that same star,
three wise men came from country far;
to seek for a king was their intent,
and to follow that star wherever it went:
4 This star drew nigh to the north-west;
o’er Bethlehem it took its rest,
and there it did both stop and stay
right over the place where Jesus lay:

5 Then entered in those wise men three,
full rev’rently upon their knee,
and offered there in his presence
their gold and myrrh and frankincense:
6 Then let us all with one accord
sing praises to our heav’nly Lord,
that hath made heav’n and earth of naught,
and with his blood mankind hath bought.
Remain standing at the end of the carol for the Sixth Lesson
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Stand

THE SIXTH LESSON
John 1:1-14 — The Incarnation of the Word of God

Sit

Choir
Love came down at Christmass
words: Christina Rossetti music: Alan Wilson

Homily
Stand

Responsory

Priest
All

The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light.

Priest
All

The glory of the Lord has been revealed
and all flesh shall see it together.

Priest
All

The darkness is not dark to you,
the night is as bright as the day.

Priest
All

Let your light scatter the darkness
and fill your Church with your glory.

Priest
All

For to us a child is born
to us a Son is given.

Priest
All

His name will be called
wonderful, counsellor, mighty God,
the everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace.

Priest
All

Glory to God in the highest
and peace to his people on earth.
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Carol
1 O come all ye faithful,
joyful and triumphant,
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;
Come and behold him, born the king of Angels:
O come let us adore him,
O come let us adore him,
O come let us adore him, Christ the Lord!
2 God of God,
Light of light,
lo, he abhors not the Virgin’s womb;
Very God, begotten, not created:
3 See how the shepherds,
summoned to his cradle,
leaving their flocks, draw nigh with lowly fear;
we too will thither bend our joyful footsteps:
4 Child, for us sinners
poor and in the manger,
fain we embrace thee, with love and awe;
who would not love thee, loving us so dearly?
5 Sing, choirs of angels,
sing in exultation,
sing, all ye citizens of heav’n above,
Glory to God, glory in the highest:
The Collect
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The Blessing
Priest
All

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Priest

May the joy of the angels,
the eagerness of the shepherds,
the perseverance of the wise men,
the obedience of Joseph and Mary,
and the peace of the Christ child
be yours this Christmass.
And the  blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be upon you and remain with you always.
Amen.

All

After the procession has left the church, please sit for the voluntaries from the
organ and the Concert Band.

POSTLUDES
Organ Voluntary
Organ Fantasia on ‘In dulci jubilo’ J.S. Bach

Greenwich Concert Band
Christmas Festival
Leroy Anderson

13

You are welcome to join us for any of our other Christmass celebrations:
Christmass Eve

Nativity and Christingle - 17.00
booking is essential go to www.ht-eltham.org.uk to reserve your ticket

Midnight Mass with the Blessing of the Crib - 23.30
both Christmass Eve liturgies will also be livestreamed
(links are on our website)
Christmass Day

Mass of the Dawn - 08.00
Festival Eucharist with carols - 10.00



Our Christmass tree has been generously sponsored by
W. Uden and Sons Ltd,
independent, family-owned Funeral Directors
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And on every Sunday of the year

Said Eucharist - 08.00
Parish Eucharist with Sunday Club - 10.00
Our mid-week pattern is usually
Tuesday - Eucharist 19.00
Wednesday - Eucharist 10.00


Holy Trinity Eltham
Beautiful worship Enquiring Minds Open Hearts
www.ht-eltham.org.uk @HTEltham
Facebook:

Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England
is copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 2000-2007
Livestreamed under OneLicense A-633101
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AS A GIFT THIS CHRISTMASS…
PLEASE HELP SUPPORT
THE FUTURE WORK OF
HOLY TRINITY ELTHAM

1 Open your phone camera
2 Scan this QR code
3 Click the link displayed

4 Donate

THANK YOU FOR YOUR DONATION
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