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The Mass setting tonight is the Hackney Mass by Alan Wilson
The cover image is Adoration of the Shepherds by Ercole de’ Roberti
reproduced by permission of the National Gallery, London
Our Christmass tree this year
has been generously sponsored by
W. Uden and Sons Ltd,
independent, family-owned Funeral Directors

Protecting the vulnerable:

Please remember that face
coverings must be worn
at all times
while in church
including while singing

Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England
is copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 2000-2007
Livestreamed under OneLicense A-633101
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THE GATHERING
The congregation’s candles are lit before the liturgy begins.
Please exercise great care with your candle
and use the cardboard drip shield to catch all melted wax.
Stand

The Processional Hymn and Blessing of the Crib
1

It came upon the midnight clear,
that glorious song of old,
from angels bending near the earth
to touch their harps of gold:
‘Peace on the earth, good-will to men,
from heav’n’s all-gracious King!’
The world in solemn stillness lay
to hear the angels sing.

When the procession arrives at the crib, the following is said

Priest

All

Welcome all wonders in one sight!
Eternity shut in a span.
Summer in winter, Day in night,
Heaven in earth, and God in man.
Great little one whose all-embracing birth
Brings earth to heaven, stoops heaven to earth.
The glory of the Lord has been revealed;
And all flesh shall see the salvation of God.

The celebrant continues with the blessing of the crib.
After the crib is censed and aspersed with holy water, the celebrant says

All

All

Do I not fill heaven and earth? says the Lord.
Now he is made flesh
and laid in a narrow manger.
From eternity to eternity you are God.
And now we see you as a new-born child.

The processional hymn continues.
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2

Still through the cloven skies they come,
with peaceful wings unfurled;
and still their heav’nly music floats
o’er all the weary world;
above its sad and lowly plains
they bend on hov’ring wing;
and ever o’er its Babel sounds
the blessèd angels sing.

3

Yet with the woes of sin and strife
the world has suffered long;
beneath the angel-strain have rolled
two thousand years of wrong;
and man, at war with man, hears not
the love-song which they bring:
O hush the noise, ye men of strife,
and hear the angels sing!
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For lo! the days are hastening on,
by prophet bards foretold,
when, with the ever-circling years,
comes round the age of gold;
when peace shall over all the earth
its ancient splendours fling,
and the whole world give back the song
which now the angels sing.

n of

Edmund Hamilton Sears (1810-1876)
Stand

The Greeting
Priest
All
Priest
All
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 In the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
And also with you.

Stand

The Penitential Rite
The priest invites the people to confess their sins, and the following is said.

Priest

All
Priest

All
Priest

All
Priest
All

God our Father,
you sent your Son full of grace and truth:
forgive our failure to receive him.
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
Jesus our Saviour,
you were born in poverty and laid in a manger:
forgive our greed and rejection of your ways.
Christ, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.
Spirit of love,
your servant Mary responded joyfully to your call:
forgive the hardness of our hearts.
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
Almighty God have mercy on you,
 forgive you your sins,
and bring you to everlasting life.
Amen.
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Stand

Gloria in Excelsis

Choir
All
Choir

All
Choir
All

Choir
All
Choir

All
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Glory, glory to God in the highest,
and peace, and peace to his people on earth.
Glory, glory to God in the highest,
and peace, and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.
Glory, glory to God in the highest,
and peace, and peace to his people on earth.
Glory, glory to God…
Lord Jesus Christ only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of
the world; have mercy, have mercy, have mercy on us.
Have mercy, have mercy, have mercy on us.

You are seated at the right hand of the Father;
receive, receive, receive our prayer.
Receive, receive, receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.
The glory of God the Father.

Choir
All

Stand

Amen. Amen. Amen. Amen.
Glory, glory to God in the highest,
and peace, and peace to his people on earth.
Glory, glory to God in the highest,
and peace, and peace to his people on earth.

The Collect
The celebrant sings the Collect, and all respond

All

Amen.

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD
Sit

The Old Testament Reading
Isaiah 9:2-7
At the end of the reading the reader says

All
Stand

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Gradual Hymn
1

Silent night, holy night,
all is calm, all is bright;
round yon virgin mother and child.
Holy infant, so tender and mild,
sleep in heavenly peace,
sleep in heavenly peace.

2

Silent night, holy night,
shepherds first saw the sight:
glories stream from heaven afar,
heav’nly hosts sing Alleluia:
Christ the Saviour is born,
Christ the Saviour is born.
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3

Silent night, holy night.
Son of God, love’s pure light;
radiance beams from thy holy face,
with the dawn of redeeming grace:
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth,
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.
Joseph Mohr (1792-1848)
trans. John Freeman Young (1820-1885)

Sit

The New Testament Reading
Titus 2:11-14

Stand

The Gospel Acclamation
All
Choir
All

Stand

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
Glory and peace to the earth.
Angels sing glory from heaven,
for the Son of God has been born for the world.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

The Holy Gospel
Luke 2.1-14
Priest
All
All

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
 Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

At the end of the reading

Priest
All

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ

Please extinguish your candles at the conclusion of the Gospel.
Sit
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The Sermon

Stand

The Nicene Creed

All

We believe in one God,
the Father, the almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit
and the Virgin Mary and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son
is worshipped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic
and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism
for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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Stand

Prayers of Intercession
The celebrant introduces the prayers.
After each prayer the following response is said

All

Holy God:
hear our prayer.

At the end of the prayers, the celebrant says a collect and all respond

All

Amen.

THE LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT
Stand

The Peace
Priest

All

This holy night the angels sang,
‘Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace to all in whom he delights.’
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.
Let us offer one another a sign of peace.

Stand

The Offertory Hymn
To aid social distancing, there will be no collection
taken during the Mass.

By the church door there is a plate (and gift aid envelopes) for gifts
and a card reader for contactless donations.

The back page of this booklet shows a QR code - you can also donate
by scanning this with your mobile phone.
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1

O little town of Bethlehem,
how still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep
the silent stars go by:
yet in thy dark streets shineth
the everlasting light;
the hopes and fears of all the years
are met in thee tonight.

2

O morning stars, together
proclaim the holy birth
and praises sing to God the King
and peace to all the earth;
for Christ is born of Mary;
and, gathered all above,
while mortals sleep, the angels keep
their watch of wond’ring love.

3

How silently, how silently,
the wondrous gift is giv’n!
So God imparts to human hearts
the blessings of his heav’n.
No ear may hear his coming;
but in this world of sin,
where meek souls will receive him, still
the dear Christ enters in.

4

O holy child of Bethlehem,
descend to us we pray;
cast out our sin and enter in,
be born in us today.
We hear the Christmas angels
the great glad tidings tell:
O come to us, abide with us,
our Lord Emmanuel.
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After the altar has been prepared,
the principal celebrant introduces the prayer over the gifts

All

Stand

Pray, my brothers and sisters, that our sacrifice
may be acceptable to God, the almighty Father.
May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands
for the praise and glory of his name,
for our good, and the good of all his Church.

The Eucharistic Prayer
Priest
All
Priest
All
Priest
All

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.

The Preface for Christmass follows, concluding with

. . . sing our joyful hymn of praise:
Choir
All
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Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might.
Heaven and earth are full, full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might.
Heaven and earth are full, full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

Choir
All

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.

The Institution Narrative follows, in which we re-encounter our Lord’s
words and actions at the Last Supper.

Priest

Stand

Great is the mystery of faith.

The Lord’s Prayer
All

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
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Stand

Fraction
The principal celebrant breaks the Host.

Priest
All

Stand

We break the bread of life,
and that life is the light of the world.
God here among us, light in the midst of us,
bring us to light and life.

Agnus Dei
Choir

Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:

All

Choir

Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:

All
Stand

Invitation
The celebrant and concelebrants hold the consecrated Host before the people.

All

This is the Lamb of God
who takes away the sin of the world.
Happy are those who are called to his supper.
Lord, I am not worthy to receive you,
but only say the word, and I shall be healed.

Priests and people now receive Holy Communion.
All communicant members of other Christian Churches
are welcome to receive the Blessed Sacrament.
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Holy Communion is administered at the altar step.
If you would prefer to receive a blessing, please come forward and carry this
Mass booklet as a sign to the priest of your preference.
Please follow the directions of the stewards as they guide people forwards.

During Holy Communion the choir sings

Mary’s boy child
Kneel or sit

African American spiritual

The Communion Hymn
1

In the bleak midwinter
frosty wind made moan,
earth stood hard as iron,
water like a stone;
snow had fallen, snow on snow,
snow on snow,
in the bleak midwinter,
long ago.

2

Our God, heav’n cannot hold him
nor earth sustain;
heav’n and earth shall flee away
when he comes to reign:
in the bleak midwinter
a stable place sufficed
the Lord God Almighty,
Jesus Christ.

3

Enough for him, whom cherubim
worship night and day,
a breastful of milk,
and a manger full of hay:
enough for him, whom angels
fall down before,
the ox and ass and camel
which adore.
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4

Angels and archangels
may have gathered there,
cherubim and seraphim
thronged the air
but only his mother
in her maiden bliss
worshipped the Beloved
with a kiss.

5

What can I give him,
poor as I am?
If I were a shepherd
I would bring a lamb;
if I were a wise man
I would do my part;
yet what I can I give him:
give my heart.
Christina Georgina Rossetti (1830-1894)

After the Communion the principal celebrant returns to the chair for a
period of reflection and then the Post Communion Prayer is prayed.
Stand
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Prayer after Communion

THE DISMISSAL
Stand

The Post Communion Hymn
1

O come all ye faithful,
joyful and triumphant,
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;
Come and behold him, born the king of Angels:
O come let us adore him,
O come let us adore him,
O come let us adore him, Christ the Lord!

2

God of God,
Light of light,
lo, he abhors not the Virgin’s womb;
Very God, begotten, not created:

3

See how the shepherds,
summoned to his cradle,
leaving their flocks, draw nigh with lowly fear;
we too will thither bend our joyful footsteps:

4

Child, for us sinners
poor and in the manger,
fain we embrace thee, with awe and love;
who would not love thee, loving us so dearly?

5

Sing, choirs of angels,
sing in exultation,
sing, all ye citizens of heav’n above,
Glory to God in the highest:

6

Yea, Lord we greet thee,
born this happy morning,
Jesu, to thee be glory giv’n;
Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing:
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Stand

The Blessing and Dismissal
Priest

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

All

May the Father,
who has loved the eternal Son
from before the foundation of the world,
shed that love upon you his children.
Amen.

All

May Christ,
who by his incarnation gathered into one
things earthly and things heavenly,
fill you with joy and peace.
Amen.

All

May the Holy Spirit,
by whose overshadowing
Mary became the Godbearer,
give you grace to carry the good news of Christ.
Amen.

All

And the  blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit,
be upon you and remain with you always.
Amen.

All

The Mass is ended. Go in peace.
Proclaim the Word made flesh.
Glory, thanks and praise to God.

Organ Postlude
Prelude on ‘Vom Himmel hoch’
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Alan Wilson

You are welcome to join us for tomorrow’s other Christmass celebrations:
Christmass Day

Mass of the Dawn - 8am
Festival Eucharist with carols - 10am


Everyone is always welcome to join us
for our normal pattern of regular worship
On every Sunday of the year

Said Eucharist - 8am
Parish Eucharist with Sunday Club - 10am
Our mid-week pattern is usually
Tuesday - Eucharist 7pm
Wednesday - Eucharist 10am


Holy Trinity Eltham
Beautiful worship Enquiring Minds Open Hearts

www.ht-e.org.uk

@HTEltham
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AS A GIFT THIS CHRISTMASS…
PLEASE HELP SUPPORT
THE FUTURE WORK OF
HOLY TRINITY ELTHAM

1 Open your phone camera
2 Scan this QR code
3 Click the link displayed

4 Donate

THANK YOU FOR YOUR DONATION
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